
ow to survive the winter blues? 
Take one part Bassman Magazine. And a good 01' 

fashion heapin' helpin' of bass on T.y. 

Some of us 01' timers remember the father of Canadian 
fishing on TV: Red Fisher. Red's laid back TV shows, 
hosted from Seuttlebutt Lodge, ran for 22 years and made 

him an angling icon to hundreds of thousands of anglers 
across the country. Many of today's top Canadian 

TV fishing personalities are quick to credit Red for paving 

the way and for what has become a booming TV market 
that eventually spawned Canada's new popular World 
Fishing Network (WFN). 

Well, feeling the pain of pulling out the boats, and putting 
away the rods, Bassman Magazine decided that the best 
way to get through the off-season was to get the inside 
scoop on our favourite fishing shows. Check out this line 
up: Izumi, Viola, Mercer, Boman, Miller, Stakos, James, 
Nolan, and Kolanka. A veritable who's who of the piscine 
genre. Who are these people? What's it like to fish for a 
living? How did it all get started? 

Got your attention? Read on, because we found out their 
views the old fashion way: we asked them. 
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BASS ON TV
 

"I live to fish competitively! 1 started 35 years 
ago. Even though I don't have the time 1 make 
it a priority!" 
Real Fishing 
Host Bob Izumi 

Bassman Magazine ("BMM''): Tell us about YOllrselj. 

Real Fishing: (One main host; on TV for 25 years) 
Host Bob Izumi: I was born in Chatham, Ontario and 
grew up fishing Rondeau Bay. The Bay always had some 
excellent bass fishing and was like a large hands-on 
classroom for me while growing up. It was where I fell in 
love with bass fishing and learned a great deal about the 
fundamentals of fishing that I still use today. 

Fishin' Canada: (Three Hosts; on TV for 24 years) 
Host Angelo Viola: I was born in Bennevento Italy and 
was four years old when I moved to Oshawa ON. I've 
lived here ever since. The Oshawa Creek was my training 
ground and it's where the truancy officers would first look 
whenever I played hooky from school. I didn't discover 
bass until I was 10 and we visited Rice Lake, but ever 
since, there's been no looking back. 

Host Pete Bowman: I was born in Toronto and started 
fishing when I was around three years old. Today ofall the 
species we fish for, largemouth bass are still my favourite 
with small mouth a close second. 

Host Mike Miller: I was born in Oshawa and started 
fishing when I was three. I got the Tournament bug and 
went pro in 1994. Largemouth Bass are all I think of. 

Facts of Fishing The Show! 
(One host; beginning 2nd year) 
Dave Mercer: I was born in Northern Ireland and 
moved to Canada at the age of 5. The move fuelled my 
ever-present passion for fishing. I grew up fishing lakes, 
rivers and streams in Southern Ontario for anything that 
would bite. The transition to the fishing freak that I am 
today really began at the age of 14 when I entered my first 
bass tournament and won $400.00... I realized bass were 
sOrrlrthing extra special then and there and my fate was 
sealed ... I knew I just HAD to fish for a living. 

FISH TV (Three hosts; on TV for 10 years) 
Host Leo Stakos: I was born in Hamilton, Ontario and 
started off fishing trout and salmon in local rivers. I 
eventually did get hooked on bass and when I got my first 
bass boat about 20 years ago, I thought I had died and gone 
to heaven. 

Host Ron James: Ajax, Ontario is where I was born and 
raised. Although there were plenty of streams and rivers 
around that held trout and salmon, I graduated quickly 
towards bass fishing and have had a love affair with that 
green fish ever since. I got into bass tournaments in 
1987/88 - winning some, losing more - but most 
impOliantly learning all the time. I met Owen Nolan the 
first year after he was drafted (first in the league) when I 
drew him as an amateur in a Pro-Am Bass Tournament. 
He was a good bass angler then, and is a lot better now 
and we're happy to have him as part of our Fish TV Crew. 

Host Owen Nolan: I was born in Belfast, Ireland and 
fished for 20 years before joining the Fish TV crew part 
time. I entered the NHL with the Quebec Nordiques in 
1990 and am still currently playing with the Minnesota 
Wild as a full time hockey player. 

Extreme Angler: (One primary host; on TV for 6 years) 
Host Karl Kalonka: It was in North York Ontario that I 
was born and raised. I began fishing at 6-8 years of age 
with family on Lake Simcoe for perch and pike. I started 
bass fishing from shore at High Park in downtown 
Toronto at 14. I would take the bus, streetcar and Fen)' to 
fish largemouth bass at Centre Island or I'd fish around 
Ontario Place and along the Toronto shorelines for 
smallmouth bass. 

BMM: So /row did it all get started? 

Real Fishing: 
I happened by chance to meet Bob Mcguigan at a family 
picnic. I told him about my desire to do a fishing show. He 
gave me his card and we met about a month later and 
talked until four in the morning. He had some experience 
in TV commercials and hired a freelance cameraman to try 
filming a show. From there, we were off to the races. 

Fishin' Canada: 
It just kind of happened from a little video shoot that a 
good friend Tom Brook of Shimano and I did on Buckhorn 
Lake one day. It was then that we decided to begin our 
climb up the fishing industry ladder...who 'da thunk it! 



Facts of Fishing:
 
I started with the popular tip series;
 
Dave Mercer's Facts of Fishing in
 
1996. It was viewer demand that
 
really convinced me to add the half
 
hour show, Facts of Fishing THE
 
SHOW which began December 1st,
 
2007.
 

Fish TV: The show got started
 
through a series of trials and
 
tribulations but we were determined
 
to focus on producing a highly
 
entertaining fishing show and we
 
stuck with it.
 

Extreme Angler:
 
I published various magazines for
 
Canadian anglers for 10+ years so it
 
was a natural progression to TV. I
 
always wanted to produce a show
 
on local, public waters and offer
 
an alternative to far-off locations
 
or stocked lakes/ponds. Extreme
 
Angler TV films 100% on public
 
water and showcases the amazing
 
bass fishing available right here
 
in Ontario with an "as real as it
 
gets" approach.
 

BMM: Do yolt fish bass tournaments 
ami what role do they play ill the 
bass fishing industry? 

Real Fishing: Yes, I live to fish 
competitively! I started 35 years ago. 
Even though I don't have the time I 
make it a priority! The techniques 
and equipment derived from 
tournaments help generate billions 
of dollars into the North American 
economy. Bass boats, motors, 
tackle and accessories have all 

evolved and become better because 
of tournament angling. 

Fish'n' Canada: Yes, yes and yes 
for all three of us ... how Ironic is 
that? There may be a lot of viewers 
out there that don't realise the Fish'n 
Canada boys were early pioneers of 
Canadian tournament fishing and 
in fact started the first organized 
Canadian tournament trail. Angelo 
and brother Reno were instrumental 
in laying out the platform that most 
tournaments still use to this day. Our 
roots are definitely deeply embedded 
in competitive fishing. That burning 
desire to compete has never really 
left us. 

Facts of Fishing: I don't think I'll 
ever stop fishing tournaments, 
although it has gotten a lot harder 
over the last few years to focus on 
them with all the other strains on my 
time. Still, it remains an addiction 
that I'm not looking to quit. I think 
bass tournaments are the single 
greatest testing ground for new 
products and techniques. It forces 
anglers to leam new techniques and 
stay on the cutting edge of today's 
fishing scene. 

F ish TV! Yes ... We s till fi s h 
toumaments and love the competition. 
The greatest contribution they make 
in our eyes is to benefit the future of 
the resource. They promote catch and 
release not just during tournaments 
but overall for all recreational anglers. 

Extreme Angler: Love Bass 
Tournaments! I've fished them in 
Ontario since 1991 with multiple 
wins, big bass awards and top 10's. 

"I dido't discover bass 
until 1 was 10 and we 
visited Rice Lake, but 
ever since, there's been 
no looking back." 
Fishin/ Canada 
Host Angelo Viola 
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BASS ON TV 

It's easy to talk bass fishing but to win or consistently place 
in the money are two different things. Tournaments 
showcase products to non tournament anglers and offer a 
playing field for those who love to cast for cash. Every 
sport has to have at least one playing field that tests the 
best and for bass fishing - tournaments are it. 

BMM: So, this is an all bass magaVlle. Any special 
upcoming bass episodes? 

Real Fishing: We shot some incredible bass footage in 
Mexico at Lake Baccarac with the Shimano Canada gang. 
Swim baits and crankbaits were the lures of choice with 
some real giants caught! 

Fish'n Canada: It will probably be airing or already air as 
this article hits the news stand but Pete shot a bass (mostly 
largemouth) episode on the Madawaska River and viewers 
will be totally impressed with the fishing. Gorgeous 
looking fish! No giants but fantastic quality. 

We also did a fly in episode to a great lake caIled Hastie 
Lake with large and smallmouth bass up near Blind River. 
Acre per acre we found it one of the best Canadian Bass 
lakes we have ever fished. Add to that some great early 
season bass on Lake of the Woods and you have three solid 
bass fishing episodes. 

Facts of Fishing: Season two is packed full with tons of 
great bass footage! Whether its giant smallies on Lake Erie 
or the swimbait monsters of Alabama; Facts of Fishing 
THE SHOW, season two has got it all. 

Fish TV! That would be our show filmed on the Aztec 
Lakes, while bass fishing in Mexico. It was great because 
we were fishing un-touched water and as a result the 
fishing was fantastic. 

Extreme Angler: Lots of them and too many to 
list. .. Giant smallies with stick wonns, tubes, drop shot, 
topwater, spinnerbaits, jerkbaits and monster sized big 
mouth bass with jigs, soft plastics, stick worms, topwaters 
buzzbaits and frogs. More 5-6 pound bass this year on tape 
than any year prior. 
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BMM: How many days per yeal' do yOIi spend awayfrom 

home as part ofyour fishing career? 

Real Fishing: I am on the road 280-300 days per year. The 

most I was gone was 320 days in 2003. 

Fish'n Canada: 362, we draw the line at Christmas and 

New Years ....oh and Halloween as well. 

Facts of Fishing: 225 days a year 

Fish TV! 220 

Extreme Angler: 250 

BMM: What do yOll do ill a typical work (lay when not 0" 

the road? 

Real Fishing: There is no routine in my life. Every week 

is different. Different hours, people, beds, food and of 

course bodies of water. When I'm not on the road I have 

plenty of production and office work to do. 

Fish'n Canada: It includes everything from getting gear 

ready for shoots, rigging boats, paper editing episodes, 

sitting in with editors during editing, sales kits, other 

production jobs (usually non-fishing DVD's, commercials 

etc.), sponsorship sales, photo production...and worrying 

about what we need to do to stay on top of the heap as 

Canada's most watched fishing show. 

Facts of Fishing: The cool thing about this job is that there 

is no typical work day. Some mornings I sit in front of my 

computer and don't leave until that night, just answering 

viewer emails and keeping up with business-related 

activities. Other days, I'm moving from office to office 

having meetings with sponsors, broadcast partners, 

charities, you name it! And the next morning, I could be in 

the studio recording voice over's, viewing tape, or maybe 

I'm just locked up in the shop rigging rods for our next 

shoot. Every day is different. 

"Today of all the species we 
fish for, largemouth bass 
are still my favourite with 
smaUmouth a close second." 
Fishin' Canada Host Pete Bowman 



Fish TV! Answering emails, working with sponsors, 
putting the show together all this and more keeps us 
plenty busy. 

Extreme Angler: Dealing with e mail, taking care of 
phone messages, texting, preparing tackle for the next 
show, planning segment topics, tournament practice and 
the list goes on. 

BMM: No doubt you travel a heck of a lot. How mallY 
Idlometres do you travel per year? 

Real Fishing: Every year I put a minimum of 100,000 
KMS on my Suburban. I also fly at least 10 major trips 
and drive rental vehicles. If things don't work out maybe 
I can become a long distance hauler! 

Fish'n Canada: No idea but whenever the motor home 
takes to the road, its $200+ to fill and it doesn't take long 
to burn a tank! A ballpark guess would be well over 
150,000 km per season via road and another 150 by air. 

Facts of Fishing: 100,000 km by land and 100,000 km 
by air. 

Fish TV! Lots ... and lots 

Extreme Angler: Let me put this way - most folks wait 
three months for an oil change when they reach 5,000 km 
but during my peak periods I'm getting my oil changed 
and tow vehicle serviced every two- three weeks. I only 
fly when I have to. I just returned from a sponsor meeting 
in Tennessee and drove 26 hours round trip. 

BMM: So it seems like heaven that there is now a 24/7 
television network (ledicated to fislling. What do you 
think about WEN? 

Real Fishing: My brother Wayne and 1 knew of WFN 
before it was even called WFN. The first name if I'm not 
mistaken was going to the Global Fishing Network. From 
the start we knew it would be a winner. For fishing fanatics 
like ourselves what can you say about a 24/7 network 
devoted to angling programming. 

Fish'n Canada: It's great; a station that airs fishing shows 
24/7, how can you go wrong? It's right up our alley! 

Facts of Fishing: I thought it was amazing and about time. 
I mean, golf has a golf channel, the automotive industry 
has Speed, and now finally we have WFN. Originally we 
were just supplying them with our Facts of Fishing tips, 
but since then, WFN has picked up our half hour show, 
and hired me to do some crazy events such as Dave's 
holiday spectacular and the 12 Dave's of Christmas. I 
think it's important that everyone supports this channel as 

BASS ON TV 

"It's excellent to have an all fishing 
TV station based out of Canada 
and demonstrates how popular 
this wholesome outdoor activity 
really is." 
Fish TV SHOW HOSTS Leo, Ron and Owen 

it makes our industry stronger and further legitimizes our 
great sport. I see big things in the future for the World 
Fishing Network. They are truly a leader in our industry. 

Fish TV! Great network! It's excellent to have an aU 
fishing TV station based out of Canada and demonstrates 
how popular this wholesome outdoor activity really is. We 
are all very proud to air on their network. 

Extreme Angler: WFN is the real deal! A 24/7 fishing 
channel ... how can you go wrong if you like fishing? I 
can't understand why an angler would hesitate to get 
hooked up with WFN - it's less than a box of worms 
each month. Mark my words - they will rise to the top of 
the ladder. 

BMM: You must meet a tOil of celebrities ill YOllr 
line ofwork. Who are yourfavourite celebrities you hOile 
fished with? 

Real Fishing: Don Cherry, Bobby Orr, Gary Burghoffand 
Paul Brandt. Oh - and you too Wil- we had a blast fishin' 
Lake of the Woods eh - and that Toronto Island 
largemouth show we did ended up winning the Outdoor 
Writers of Canada Best Television Fishing Show of the 
Year Award in 2006. 

Fish'n Canada: Roland Martin hands down! Of course 
we can't forget Wil Wegman as well; you rock Willy! 

Facts of Fishing: Some of the best celebrities I have ever 
fished with are people within the fishing industry. Spend a 
day in the boat with people like Kelly Jordan and Kevin 
Van Dam and you will be amazed at their abilities and how 
awesome and down to earth they are. 
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I BASS ON TV 

"The one thing that seems to be uniform about my approach to
bass fishing is that I'm a power fisherman; I like to put my foot on
the trolling motor and cover water." Facts of Fishing host Dave Mercer 

Fish TV! Whoever is fishing on our boat that day or that
 
we're filming with at the time.
 

Extreme Angler: Kevin Van Dam and Denny Brauer.
 

BMJ\I/: What's the biggest COllodion largemouth alld 
slllallmOllth bass you have ever landed? 

Real Fishing: I have never broken seven pounds in 
Canada. I have caught over a dozen of both species 
between 6lbs. 12 ounces to 6lbs. 15 ounces. 

Fish'n Canada: 
Mike: I have caught some real clunkers in my time. The 
biggest weighed on tournament scales was a 7.20 
largemouth at an Emerald Isle bass tournament on 
Buckhorn Lake caught on a jig and pig. My top smallie 
was 7.10 lbs and came from Lake Simcoe on a white tube. 

Angelo: Not sure about Canadian largemouth but on Lake 
Marian Florida I got one 100bs 120z using live 10" golden 
shiner. My top smallie was caught on Georgian Bay from 
a 10' weedline off of the south west tip of Beaujolais 
Island. It was during a practice day of a tournament in the 
early 90's and I couldn't shake it off so when 1 landed it, I 
took it's vitals... a whopping 27". I kept it in my livewell 
for a while because I knew it had to be well over 7lb but 
didn't have working scales on the boat that day. I showed 
it to ,a few other competitors and put it back. 

Pete: I did get a largemouth on Buckhorn Lake with a jig 
& pig many years ago and although I didn't weigh it, I 
knew it would have been over 71b. In 2008 however I 
caught 61b, 6.221b and a 6.881b largemouth all within the 
same week. 

Facts of Fishing: Biggest Largemouth: 71bs 60z, Lake 
Scugog on a jig Biggest Smallmouth: 7lbs 40z, Lake Erie, 
a tube. 

58 Bassman™ I Winter 2009 

Fish TV! 
Ron: My biggest largemouth was 7.21bs that I caught with 
a jig and pig under a dock in Lake Scugog. My personal 
best smallmouth weighed just over 6 lbs and came from 
20 feet of water on Lake Simcoe on a green tube jig. 

Leo: I was lucky enough to top Ron's best largie with a 
7.6 pounder that I caught in Upper Buckhorn, Lake. 

Extreme Angler: Largie was 9+ pounds. It was caught on 
film and highlighted in Ontario Out Of Doors magazine 
the same year. It came from the Halliburton Highlands 
Region of Ontario, three years ago on the #1 big bass bait 
of all time- the Jig n Chunk of course! 

My big smallmouth came from a small public lake near 
Apsley Ontario and was 81bs. It was photographed and 
released and I had a graphite replica made. It came from a 
Mister Twister curly tailed grub and jig head near a mid 
lake rock shoal. 

BMM: What is your Favorite bass technique ofall time? 

Real Fishing: Flipping and pitching heavy cover
 

Fish'n Canada:
 

Mike: Fishing Rats and frogs in The Junk.
 

Ang: Topwater...anything that pops, twitches or slithers.
 

Pete: Jig & Pig/Craw in any fashion
 

Facts of Fishing: I have such an insane case of A.D.D.
 
that I don't think I have one favourite technique. I love
 
fishing all sorts of different ways.
 

The one thing that seems to be uniform about my approach
 
to bass fishing is that I'm a power fisherman; I like to put
 
my foot on the trolling motor and cover water.
 

Fish TV! Flipping and Pitching
 

Extreme Angler: Flippin a Jig N Chunk to the heaviest of
 
jungles you can find
 

BMM: What's the mostproductive bass fishing technique 
you have employed itl the last couple ofyears? 

Real Fishing: Drop shotting Berkley Gulp for deep
 
smallmouth.
 

Fish'n Canada:
 

Mike: Casting a 5 inch Fluke in Pencil reeds.
 

Aug: Drop shotting with Yamamotto's Shad shaped Worm.
 

Pete: Senko fishing - Texposed rigged
 

Facts of Fishing: Drop shotting.
 



BASS ON TV
 

.....% NATURAL AND S
 

Fish TV! Flipping and pitching - it's as good now as ever. 

Extreme Angler: There are three! Drop shotting, skipping 
stick worms into hard to reach spots and waking crankbaits 
for aggressive bass. 

BMM: Some day this wholejishill'trip is gOima be ovel: 
What's tile one thing in life you havell't done yet, but 

hope to before you die? 

Real Fishing: Having fished hundreds of bass tournaments 
in North America and even Spain, I would say fishing 
golden Dorado in Argentina or tigerfish in South Africa 

Fish'n Canada:
 

Mike: Catch the Canadian Record Largemouth Bass.
 

Ang: See the Canadian Fishing Industry mature from it's
 
current disfunctional state to a prosperous, vibrant, kinder 
and more gentle entity that dosen't eat it's own young. Oh 
- I'd also like to watch Pete fullfill his dream. 

Pete: Pick up the pieces after Anglina Jolie gets divorced ...
 
I think she'll need fishing in her life by then!
 

Facts of Fishing: I have a whole list of things I'd like to
 

catch before I die. Some of those include: A tiger fish, a
 
Nile perch from Egypt, sturgeon out in B.C. just to name
 

a few but I could go on and on for hours about the big,
 
giant, nasty fish that I plan to conquer.
 

Fish TV!
 
Ron: Skydiving! Maybe even dropping down gently onto
 

the shores ofsome remote lake ... with a fishing rod and bit
 

of tackle in hand!
 

Leo: I'd love to see Fish TV become one of the most
 

recognized fishing shows in the world.
 

Owen: As a relative newcomer to the show, I'd just like to
 
fish full time before I go.
 

Extreme Angler: Catch the Canadian record largemouth
 

or smallmouth bass on film! Then I'd release it, take a deep
 
breath and then thank the good Lord above!
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BASS ON TV
 

"We were five minutes into tbe cameras rolling 
, and I hooked four consecutive largemouth 

ranging from 4-6 pounds. It made for some 
great TV and my heart has never beaten that 
hard in my lifeP" 
Extreme Angler host Karl Kalonka 

BMM: What is your favorite bass episode filmed ever? 

Real Fishing: After 25 years there are just way too many 
to pick from. 

Fish'n Canada: 

Mike: Well I'd have to say the B.C. bass adventure we 
went on. Exploring hidden oxbows for oversize Canadian 
bass! 5 and 6 pounders ...whew! 

Ang: B.C. Bass'in baby...Two great episodes we shot in 
the Okanagan Valley of British Coluimbia. 

Pete: El Saito Mexico ... nothing else comes close! 

Facts of Fishing: One of my personality traits is that I'm 
never satisfied. And if! am, it sure doesn't last very long. 
After we shoot a show, I don't spend much time looking 
back at that episode. Once the boat is on the trailer, my 
mind is on where I'm fishing next. But we do have a really 
cool Rattlin' Rap smallie show coming up this season. I 
got onto a pack of fish and just whacked on them! It 
was awesome 

Fish TV! That would have to be our trip to Brazil. Fishing 
for those hard fighting peacock bass on the mighty 
Amazon, in the middle of a jungle was simply spectacular. 

Extreme Angler: Filming a show in north-eastern Ontario 
for largemouth bass in mid August three years ago. We 
were five minutes into the cameras rolling and I hooked 
four consecutive largemouth ranging from 4-6 pounds. 
They all came on the jig in shallow water around 
submerged wood surrounded by cottagers and boaters who 
could not believe what they were seeing. It made for some 
great TV and my heart has never beaten that hard in my 
life! My worst episode was when my pal1ner had on a bass 

I 

that may have been the Canadian record. It jumped and 
came off while it was being lifted into the boat and may 
well have been double digits. 

BMM: Besitles time away from home mldfamily, what'!>' 
the most difficult tiring about making fishing shows 
for a filling? 
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Real Fishing: Producing a fishing show is the easiest part. 
Selling and maintaining sponsorships, securing airtime and 
having good staff are all separate full time jobs. You have 
to wear a number of different hats in the fishing 
show business. 

Fishin' Canada: Waking up in the morning! What we do 
is produce a television series about fishing and what most 
others do is go fishing and try and capture it for television 
and there's a big difference. Shooting good television 
and going fishing require two totally different sets of 
circumstances. Also dealing with nature ... Everything is 
so unpredictable, and keeping the camera man happy. 
Let's just say they can both be very fickle! 

Facts of Fishing: Trying to suck in my belly for the whole 
show ...only joking! Other than time away from my family, 
I have the greatest job in the world and if you ever hear 
anyone complaining about having this gig, they should get 
a swift kick in the junk. 

Fish TV! Dealing with Mother Nature when trying to film 
a show. That and catching fish are two things you don't 
have control over ... and we usually do ok in the catching 
department but if you can't film the catchin' because of the 
weather - there's no show. 

Extreme Angler: Currently the economic climate is not 
the best and although we have secured our sponsor and 
partner contracts for mUltiple seasons its still been a lot of 
hard work. 

BMM: Do you have any advice for aspiring Canadian 
Fislring Show hosts? 

Real Fishing: Be prepared to pay your dues. In these tough 
economic times the sponsorships available are very 
limited. I wouldn't recommend that you quit your day job 
until you have the resources to make a go of it in the 
fishing show business. 

Fishin' Canada: Reach out and grab that ring...but do it 
for the right reason. Do it because you have a genuine 
interest in the arts and the television indusny. Do it because 



BASS ON TV
 

"I got the 
Tournament 
bug and went 
pro in 1994. 
Largemouth 
Bass are all 1 
think of." 
Fishin' Canada 

Mike Miller 

you want to create something special. Reach out because 
you truly have something to say and something to share. 
Don't do it because you want a handful of tackle and a 
boatful of rods or you think you're the next coming of 
Roland Martin. Don't even make a move in the direction of 
filming your own show just because you love to fish. The air 
waves are full of those guys. Do it because you truly believe 
that there is room out there for your unique message or 
because you think you can reach out and touch people in a 
way that matters. After all is said and done go look in the 
mirror and ask yourself a very important question "Am I 
ready to give up fishing as I know it?" If the answer is yes, 
welcome to our world baby; hang on it's going to be a 
great ride! 

Facts of Fishing: Be yourself and be different. I remember 
when I first started in this business I was the worst Bob 
Izumi, AI Lindner and Angelo Viola rip-off around! I even 
remember working sports shows back in high school and 
parting my hair to the side trying to look respectable just to 
be like the older guys I looked up to in this industry. It 
wasn't until I stopped trying to be one of them and started 
being myself that I really began to feel comfortable and 
could see some success. 

Fish TV! Never give up your dream, and never let anyone 
tell you different. 

Extreme Angler: Save your money! Research everything 
you can about the market before you buy your cameras, 
computers, software etc. Ask yourself if the reward will 
match the hard work, effort and sacrifice that is needed to 
succeed: In the end - it's the passion that drives me- not 
the money. 

* * * 
Well, there yau have it Bassman readers. With bass season closed in 
most of the country it would sure be a long winter if we didn't have these 
great shows and so many others to keep us energized for the up-coming 
year. So sit back, learn what you can from these shows and enjoy 
watching all the greal bass fishing aclion this winter. ~ 

Sharpest Hooks. 
Ever. 

» sticky sharp »points won't roll
 
» stays sharp longer
 

we dare yOll to fish them www.mllsiad.no
 


