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Title

Ontario is blessed with 250,000 
lakes and millions of miles of rivers 
and streams. We arguably have 
more excellent freshwater fishing 
destinations then any other region 
on the planet, so when we were 
asked to list the top 10, we knew it 
would be a daunting task indeed. 

With this in mind, we have put 
together a review of five locations 
close to, or even right in ottawa, the 
host city of this year’s AFS Annual 
Meeting. Perhaps no other city that 
has hosted this event in the past 
has had the luxury of being able 
to promote their self-sustaining 
recreational fisheries as much as 
Ottawa. We hope many participants 
to the Ottawa meeting will consider 
bringing a rod and reel and treat 
themselves to some to some of 
the great fishing opportunities 
our nation’s capital has to offer.

destination: 

St. Lawrence River
LOng SAuLT, OnTARiO

This multi-species fishery that 
includes largemouth and smallmouth 
bass, walleye, pike, muskie, and 
panfish is also quickly gaining 
recognition as one of the world’s top 
destinations for catching trophy carp. 
Avid carp angler and fisheries biologist 
with the Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans (DFO) Lonnie King 
declares that “fish in the 30 lb. class 
are common, with the ever-present 
potential to catch massive sized carp 
up to 50 lbs.” Top techniques include 
ledgering (bottom fishing) with 
specialized carp baits called boillies.

Shore fishing opportunities and 
camping sites available at Long Sault 
Park. You can hire a local guide by 
contacting Carpins at 613/537-2248.

destination: 

Ottawa River
ottawa-gatineau area

The Ottawa River is truly a trophy 
producer for a variety of freshwater 
species, including muskie, largemouth 
and smallmouth bass, walleye, and 
panfish. Inner city fishing provides 
ample shoreline access and numerous 
launching facilities. Enthusiastic 
Ottawa angler and outdoor writer 
Tim Allard reports that “the Ottawa 
River is a world-class muskellunge 
fishery with good populations all 
the way from Arnprior, Onatrio, to 
Montreal, Quebec.” Top techniques 
include casting bucktails or topwaters 
or trolling crankbaits and spinnerbaits. 
Multiple fish days are common, with 
muskie topping 30 lbs. possible.

There are a variety of local 
muskie guides in the area:
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• Ottawa River Musky Factory 
at 613/673-4265

• Trophy Muskie Charters 
at 613/487-3934

• Muskie Stalker Charters 
at 613/623-6256 

• Marc Thorpe Guiding Service 
at 450/433-4784 

The upper Ottawa River 
near Arnprior is also known for 
tremendous numbers of channel 
catfish. While they don’t get very big, 
they are incredibly numerous—100 
fish days are common. And if you 
are willing to drive a little further 
north to Petawawa, you will find 
this section of the river teaming 
with 3–4 lb. smallmouth bass. 
During this writer’s last visit there, 
the secret was to look for seagulls 
actively feeding on baitfish and 9 
times out of 10, there was a school 
of hungry smallmouth right below! 

destination: 

Rideau River and 
Rideau Canal

The Rideau River is a popular 
waterway for anglers and recreational 
boaters alike. Anglers can find plenty 
of shoreline access via recreational 
pathways within the city of Ottawa 
along the Rideau Canal leading to 
Dow’s Lake. The system holds a 
variety of species. Popular fish include 
muskellunge, pike, largemouth and 
smallmouth bass, carp, and panfish.

Heading south from Ottawa, the 
river eventually runs to Kingston, 
passing though several lakes within 
its system. These lakes provide 
excellent fishing opportunities, with 
both species of bass, walleye, and 
panfish being the most sought after 
by local anglers. Of the panfish, 
bragging-sized bluegills reign supreme. 
Notable waters include Lower and 
Upper Rideau Lakes where plenty 
of 3-5 lb. bass can be caught. And 
in Big Rideau Lake, some great 
lake trout action is also available 
for those properly equipped with 
downriggers or lead core line.

For more information and tackle needs 
contact Bennett's Bait and Tackle in Smiths 
Falls at 613/283-0683 or Paddletales 
Tackle in Winchester at 613/774-2277.

destination: 

Rideau Canal
downtown ottawa

Walking along the historic Rideau 
Canal can be a lot more fun if you 
bring your fishing rod and some basic 
tackle with you! This easily accessible 
waterway is great for bass and pan-
fish. You can also try visiting the many 
Rideau locks for places to park, with 
good fishing at most of them. “For 
largemouth, try top waters like the 
Rapala Skitter Pop early or late in the 
day. For mid-day action, spinner baits 
and wacky-rigged senko-type baits 
work well,” according to DFO biolo-
gist and keen angler Jason Barnucz.

Dows Lake: Dows Lake is centrally 
located in the heart of Ottawa. At the 
Dows Lake Pavilion, near the intersec-
tion of Preston Street and Prince Of 
Wales drive, you can rent canoes, 
kayaks, and small rowboats to capture 
a variety of warmwater species. This 
great little urban lake is only minutes 
away from some of the most popu-
lar attractions the city has to offer.

Dows and many other terrific urban 
fishing opportunities in Ottawa can 
be found at the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources (MNR) website: 
www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/LetsFish/
2ColumnSubPage/STEL02_165641.html.

and 5 more destinations  
From tHe rest oF tHe Province…

destination: 

Lake Simcoe
Lake Simcoe is located only an hour 

north of Toronto and lies within the 
most populated region of Ontario, so 
it may come as no surprise that it sees 
more fishing pressure than any other 
inland lake in the province.  What may 
be a shocker, though, is that the vast 
majority of anglers fish it during the 
winter season. In fact, more people fish 
it during the hard water season then all 
other three seasons combined. And it’s 
no wonder. Simcoe caters perfectly to 
thousands of local ice fishing enthusiasts 
who can either put their own hut on the 
lake, go out on their own and fish open 
ice, or rent a hut from an operator. 

Of course thousands of Americans 
enjoy staying at one of several resorts 
around the lake and come back year 
after year for Simcoe Jumbos—big 
delicious yellow perch that the lake 
is known for. Other popular species 
fished for during the winter include lake 
trout, whitefish, and northern pike.

For those who prefer soft water over 
hard, we would not be doing justice to the 
sixth largest inland lake in the province if 
we did not talk about her great spring, 

ontario shore lunch.

wil wegman
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summer, and fall fisheries. In spring, the 
perch-run at the top end of the lake is 
legendary. Further south, after the second 
Saturday in May, you can troll for north-
ern pike down in shallow Cooks Bay or 
jig for 5–10 lb. whitefish in deep water 
a few minutes further north. Not surpris-
ingly after the Bass Opener on the fourth 
Saturday in June, smallmouth bass rule 
the nest (because by then they’ve usually 
left it.) Largemouth fishing is more than 
just respectable in weedy parts of the 
lake but they do not generate the atten-
tion of their smaller-mouthed cousins. 

As an indicator of what may well be 
Ontario’s best trophy smallmouth fishery, 
this writer and his partner Gerry Heels 
fished an early season tournament in 2007 
and placed a dismal 21st place with a fairly 
respectable 21.92 lbs. “A full 10 places 
behind us though was well known TV 
personality Bob Izumi who had just 21.24 
lbs.,” quipped Heels, who is the youth 
director for the Ontario BASS Federation 
Nation’s Junior Bassmaster Program. 
Simcoe holds the current record for the 
five heaviest smallmouth ever weighed 
in during a Canadian tournament at 
29.90 lbs.—almost a 6-lb. average.

For more information on fish-
ing guides, tackle shops, or places 
to stay around Lake Simcoe, please 
visit www.luresandtours.com. 

destination: 

Lake Nipissing 
Ontario’s Near North, in the beautiful 

Canadian Shield, is home to hundreds 
of beautiful lakes teaming with fish. 
Of these Nipissing is the largest (fifth 
largest lake in Ontario) and even big-
ger than Simcoe. Located at the shores 
of the city of North Bay, Nipissing is 
much shallower (mean depth of 14.8 
ft., compared to Simcoe’s average of 55 
ft.) with many more islands, coves, and 
rocky shoals for an angler to fish. “On 
Nipissing, walleye are the most sought 
after gamefish but the smallmouth bass, 
northern pike, yellow perch, and muskie 
fishing is so good that it would be a 
shame just to target our most popular 
fish,” reported retired MNR conserva-
tion officer and now full-time fishing 
guide Carl D’amour. Two other spe-
cies—the white bass and the largemouth 
bass—may not be targeted nearly as 
much, but also offer great fishing. 

Nipissing truly is a visiting angler’s 
paradise with numerous lodges catering 
specifically to those who want to experi-
ence an authentic northern Ontario fishing 
vacation. For many, this vacation may very 
well come during the winter where your 
accommodations are actually atop the 
ice directly above the fish you are after. 
Several on-ice bungalow operations cater 
to those who prefer the unique experience 
of staying in warm, comfortable bunga-
lows complete with cooking facilities and 
all you need for a great winter holiday. 
Speaking first- hand, there’s nothing quite 
like waking up in the morning, dropping 
your line down the hole and landing a 
nice walleye for breakfast before you even 
get out of bed to turn the coffee on.

For more information:  http://
ontariosnearnorth.on.ca/fishtale.php. 

destination: 

Algonquin Park 
Lakes and Rivers

OK, this destination might be con-
sidered as taking an easy-out, but there 
really is no way to pinpoint just one lake 
or river in a 7,700 km2 provincial park 
where fish-filled waters are practically 
everywhere. Located about 3 hours north 
of Toronto, Algonquin Provincial Park’s 
2,400 lakes and 1,200 km of streams and 
rivers are teaming with lake trout, brook 
trout, smallmouth bass, and walleye. 

Jason Borwick is an MNR fisheries man-
agement biologist and ardent Algonquin 
Park angler who said, “Perhaps what sets 
this destination apart from so many oth-
ers is that the best fishing occurs within 
the interior of the park where access is 
gained only if you are willing to work for 
it.” Here you need to be willing to paddle 
a canoe or kayak long distances and 
prepare for extensive portages to remote 
locations where “roughing it” is the order 
of the day. “For those who yearn for the 
beauty and solitude gained from such an 
experience, the rewards in terms of fish-
ing success are usually a given,” Borwick 

concluded. Having said all this, the park 
still offers plenty of drive-to campgrounds 
on beautiful pristine lakes and although 
fishing may not be as spectacular as in the 
interior, special regulations such as no live 
bait and a closed winter season still sets 
these waters a cut above many others. 

For more information: www.
ontarioparks.com/english/algo.html.

destination: 

Lake of the Woods
Anglers visiting Ontario for the first 

time are often shocked at the sheer size 
of our province. You may find it hard to 
believe for instance that it would take over 
24 hours to pull your boat from Ottawa 
to Kenora to reach one of our finest 
fisheries—Lake of the Woods (LOTW). 
Bordering Minnesota and Manitoba, 
LOTW is over 113 km long (and wide), 
contains over 14,550 islands, and has an 
amazing 105,000 km of shoreline to fish. 
One-third of the lake lies in Minnesota 
which makes it, outside of the Great 
Lakes, the single largest natural freshwa-
ter lake in the United States, larger even 
than Lake Okeechobee. The portion in 
Ontario also has 75 main base fishing 
lodges catering to visitors from all over the 
world. It is quite simply one of the most 
breathtakingly beautiful lakes in all of 
North America. From the deep clear water 
and rugged landscape of the Canadian 
Shield at the north end, to the shallow 
fertile waters and sandy bottom at its 
south end, LOTW is a destination that is 
a “must-do” for the passionate angler.

LOTW not only has a multi-species 
fishery consisting of lake trout, white-
fish, perch, crappie, smallmouth and 
largemouth bass, pike, walleye, and 
muskie, it arguably has some of the fin-
est fishing for all of those species on the 
continent. Open for fishing year-round, 
communities around the lake, like the 
city of Kenora, know the value of this 
tremendous resource. “Staff that man-
age the lake from the local MNR office 
there have created far-sighted fishing 
regulations recognizing both the impor-
tance of attracting anglers to the lake 
and of sustaining a world-class fishery 
known for both quality and quantity,” 
said Gord Pyzer, retired district manager 
of the Kenora MNR office, avid angler, 
and award-winning outdoor writer.

For more information:  
www.kenora.ca/portal/tourism/activi-
ties/outdoors.aspx?id=117.

Algonquin fishing.
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destination: 

Lakes Erie and 
St. Clair

Once considered “dead” because 
of extensive pollution, Lake Erie 
has rebounded and is now teeming 
with fish life. It is the southernmost, 
shallowest, and smallest by volume of 
the Great Lakes. The Ontario portion 
is bordered by the states of Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, New York, and Michigan. 
Despite being a dumping ground for 
invasive species like zebra and quagga 
mussels, round gobies, and spiny 
water fleas, Erie continues to offer 
great walleye, perch, and rainbow 
fishing. For those who enjoy the 
thrilling acrobatics of the hard-fighting 
smallmouth bass, they would be hard-
pressed to name a lake where they 
can catch more 3–5 lb. smallmouth 
in one day than on Lake Erie. There is 
no question Ontario’s side of the lake 
is a favorite destination for Canadian 
and American bass anglers alike. 

Lake St. Clair: Sometimes considered 
a mini-Lake Erie, St. Clair has its own 
unique feel and a distinctly separate 
fishing experience can be gained for 
those who wet a line there. The lake 
is 42 km from Michigan’s north shore 
to the south shore in Ontario and is 
37 km from east to west. It is a very 
shallow (average depth 10 ft.) lake 
loaded with great fish-holding aquatic 
vegetation for a variety of warm and 
coolwater species. Harboring copious 
quantities of walleye, yellow perch, 
large and smallmouth bass, St. Clair 
has also become one of the finest 
muskie waters in the province.

For more information: www.
gofishinontario.com/where.php?wid=4.

For more details on tHese  
and tHousands oF otHer toP FisHing 

destinations across ontario cHeck out:

www.ontariotravel.net/TcisCtrl?site= 
consumers&key1=experiences&key2= 
Fishing&language=EN&linkType=I.

ottawa river sunset.




