
esca Baja 0 r bas s fi s h in g 1 shu g e, or 
grande, in Mexico. How many times have you been told about an incredible
 

place to go bass fishing but when you finally get a chance to try it you find the
 

action sub-par at best? And, I bet it makes you feel even more special when the
 

locals there say "Yah, but you should've been here last week when they were on
 

fire!" When I first heard about Anglers Inn - a seemingly unbelievable fishing
 

lodge on Mexico's Lake EI Saito, I must admit it sounded a little too good to be
 

t ru e. Sol did a little homework.
 

I checked out old fishing reports and testimonials from "Wil, I've been bass fishing around the world and 

bass anglers that visited Anglers Inn at various times of the Anglers Inn is my favorite place to bass fish on earth! I've 

year. Funny - they not only all seemed very satisfied with caught a dozen bass over ten pounds there and to be honest 

the fishing ... (most were reporting catches of25-l 00 bass I wouldn't want to stay anywhere else in Mexico when I'm 

each day) but they raved about the lodge itself and of the there on a bass trip ... and I've tried several Mexican resorts 

incredible service. As I was contemplating a trip down before Anglers Inn.. Nothing comes close to what Billy and 

there, I just had to speak to fellow outdoor writer and friend Chappy Chapman have developed at Anglers Inn", he said. 

Robert Montgomery from Missouri who had been there at When I told him I was actually thinking of going he 

least a dozen times before. He'd give me the real scoop. replied, "Hey that's great ... maybe we can hook up cause 
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I wouldn't mind another nip down there myself." 

Well to make a long story short, Robert was my fishing 
partner for six days at Anglers Inn last February and we 

had an absolute blast. Our first three days were spent at the 

beautiful main lodge on famed Lake EI Saito. The 

following three days were spent at their new resort on Lake 

Mateos a couple of hours away. 

While some resorts may claim a trip to Mexico is all 

about the fishing, I was soon to learn that a trip to Anglers 

Inn involves so much more than just experiencing great 

bass action. 
The waterfowl and bird life for instance were a definite 

I added bonus. There are more species of birds in Mexico 

than in Canada and the US combined and although no one 
really goes to Anglers Inn to see critters with wings instead 

of gills, you can't help but be awestruck at the variety 

you'll notice during your stay. The Sierra Madres 

Mountain range that envelopes both lakes is gorgeous and 

is home to semi-wild donkeys owned by locals that are 
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often heard baying in the distance or seen drinking at the 
water's edge. Free ranging cows, horses, and wild pigs are 
seen as well. 

The resort was all it claimed to be and more - first class 
all the way. The service was impeccable. Where else can 
you wake up each morning by hearing a knock on your 
door followed by "Good morning senor's ... it's time to 
wake up and go fishing. Is it ok ifI can come in and bring 
your coffee andfreshly squeezed orange juice? Breakfast 
will be ready in 20 minutes and the guides are waiting 
by the boats and can already hear the bass jumping in 
the lake. " 

The Fishing: 
Although techniques and productive lures vary at certain 
times of the year there are celiain characteristics of both 
EI Saito and Mateos lakes to keep in mind. First offis that 
they are both man made reservoirs where the only 
gamefish is bass and the forage is tilapia. One reason the 
bass from these lakes grow so large is because of this high 
protein food source, plus the long growing season and the 
ability of the Florida strain largemouth to grow bigger and 
faster than the northern strain we are more used to catching 
in Canada. There are active commercial fisheries for the 
tasty tilapia at both lakes and their nets are scattered 
throughout each one. 

EI Saito has a world class reputation for BIG BASS and 
is known for giving anglers their first taste of an honest ten 
pounder. Mateos, !where fillglers Inn opened their beautiful 
secluded lodge in November 2007, hasn't gained that huge 
bass reputation yet - although several 10 pounders have 
been caught there and the numbers of 3-7 pound bass 
you catch will likely keep you grinning the entire time 
you're there. 

Swim baits like Stonn's Wildeye series that imitate the 
tilapia are popular lures in both lakes. Texas and Carolina 
rigged Berkley Power lizards or 10" black worms are a 
must have when spinnerbaits, jerkbaits, crankbaits or 
topwaters aren't the ticket. All of these baits will have their 
time and place on both lakes though. The topwater action 
on Mateos grows with each group that fishes there and my 
trusty Rapala Skitter Pop worked as well on Mexican bass 
as it does here for their Canadian cousins. 

The Rapala X Rap which suspends a few feet below 

the surface came into playas soon as the topwater action 
began to slow down. Unlike back home though where our 
Canadian smallmouths often want these lures worked with 

rapid, short twitch-like motions, these Mexican bass 
demanded long drawn out jerks with lengthy rest periods 
in-between. As the bait rested you would suddenly watch 
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your line tearing away to the side as 
another largemouth would grab hold and 
head for the hills that sUlTounded the lake. 
Robert found the chartreuse and white 
color to be especially productive whereas 
my hot pink and white X Rap was crushed 
by many angry Mexican bass. 

One of the most enticing aspects of 
fishing EI Saito is that you never know if 
your next cast will produce that magic 10 
pounder that you have dreamed about 
your whole life. In Canada, the fulfillment 
of that dream is almost impossible but 
here guests do it with amazing regularity. 
The lake record is 18-pounds S-ounces. 
The best five fish from one angler's 
single-day catch weighed a combined total 
of66.8 pounds. My largest bass of the trip 
was about 6 liz pounds and came from that 
X Rap, but I had plenty of four and five 
pounders to keep me busy. 

On Lake Mateos our biggest bass came 
from black and blue flippin jigs. I hooked 
a Berkley Wild Wing Gulp! trailer onto 
my Terminator jig and pitched it to 
standing timber' near shore or submerged 
further off. Perhaps the biggest difference 
between fIshing these Mexican lakes 
and our Canadian lakes is the lack of 
weedgrowth. About the only green aquatic 
plants you'll see down there are the water 
hyacinths along the shore of Mateos. So 

wood becomes the primary cover and if 
you aren't casting near it in one form or 
another, you're success rate will drop 
considerably. 

One trick I soon learned that paid big 
dividends was that often times it was the 
submerged, hard to see brush that held 
more and bigger bass than the actual trees 
and shrubs you could easily see and cast 
to. So, although the bass boats you fish 
from have sonar, it is wOlthwhile to know 
that the tiny little sticks pointing out of the 
water are indicators of full sized trees 
below. One piece of advice though when 
fishing submerged brush is to go with 
heavier line then you normally would 
back home. I learned this the hard way 
with several break-offs of big, big fish. 
The 14 and 17 pound test line I had on my 
reels just didn't cut it and was soon 
replaced with 20. 

Even though I was unable to reach my 
goal of landing an honest 10 pound 
largemouth ... the overall experience of 
catching plenty of other big bass while 
fishing in Mexico, did not leave me 
disappointed. Anglers Inn pulls at your 
heart strings the second you leave and I 
am convinced the only remedy for that is 
a rerum visit and another chance at hitting 

that magic ten pound mark. ~ 

GETTING THERE 

Wil's direct flight to Mazatlan 
from Toronto was about $600 
return. 

Stays range from $1,756 
(Mobile Units) for 4 nights 3 days 
fishing to $2,015 (Deluxe lakeside 
lodge) (Not including gratuities) 

You will be picked up by AI 
staff and driven to EI Salta about 
1 V2 hours away 

Wil spent three days fishing 
there and then was driven 2 1/2 

hours away to lake Mateos 
deeper in the Sierra Madres 
Mountain Range 

Mateos is a 55,000 Acre 
lake... Twice the size of EI Salta. 
Both lakes are remarkably clear 
for impoundments - but don't 
expect to see crystal clear waters 
like we have with our zebra 
mussel infested lakes back home. 

Both resorts are first class. 
Cabins come complete with full 
bathroom, satellite TV, loaded 
fridge, comfortable beds, air 
conditioners and plenty of room. 
You can get a professional 
massage at both resorts. 

Anglers Inn bottled water is 
everywhere and all food and 
drinks are included in your stay. 

At EI Salta you will fish from 
Tracker bass boats and 48 hp 
Yamaha engines. The boats and 
motors are a little bigger at 
Mateos but also come with 
trolling motors, sonar and of 
course Mexican guides. 

Anglers Inn lodge at lake 
Mateos now offers an exciting 
summer kids camp. Here you and 
the kids have a chance to fish for 
bass, go kayaking, target 
shooting, snorkelling, Dow fishing 
or enjoy river float trips. 
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