
Icefishing 
When the open water turns hard, Lake Simcoe comes alive 
as thousands of anglers begin drilling their holes, hoping to 
catch dinner. 

Lake Simcoe has long been recognized as one of the finest 
winter fisheries in all of North America. More anglers enjoy 
her splendour during the winter than all other seasons com
bined. During a good old-fashioned winter, there can be 3,000 
to 4,000 ice huts on the lake; many of these are part of com
mercial operations run by local businesses. With so many ice 
hut operators around the lake, it is easy for families and others 
to try this great winter sport 

The quality and quantity of fish make ice fishing on Lake 
Simcoe greatThe Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources contin
ues to stock the lake with about 100,000 lake trout and approxi
mately 140,000 whitefish each year, keeping this cold-water fish 
community prime for the thousands of anglers who target these 
fish. The good news is that there are increasing numbers of nat
ural or wild lakers and whities presentYou can tell whether a fish 
is stocked or natural by the fins; stocked fish have a fin clipped 
in the hatchery before release and 
naturally reproduced fish have all 
their fins intact. 

Big, hard-fighting northern 
pike reproduce on their own, but .fl.. .are more elusive and a little more ,. 1':, 

iLldifficult to catch during the winter. 
Walleye, too, are less common, but 
large trophy-sized specimens do 
show up periodically at an ice lometre lake is more than 15 metres (50 
fishing hole. feet) deep, this could be quite the chore. 

Here are the top four winter So, narrow it down by looking for deep 
species fished during the winter water close to shallower water, such as a 
so that Lake Simcoe Living readers new to ice fishing will have a shoal, ridge or point This is particularly true early in the ice
better understanding of what species of fish you can catch, and fishing season, shortly after the Jan. 1 opener, as lakers can still 
how to catch them through the ice this winter: be close to their late-fall spawning sites. As the season, which 
Lake trout: Location is as important in fishing as it is in real closes March 15, begins to wind down, those same lake trout 
estate, and finding the location of deep water is usually the key may have moved into even deeper water and farther away from 
to finding where the lakers live. As most of the 722-square-ki- their late fall spawning sites. Continues on page 20 

ICE-FISHING GIFTS ging with one rod while watching an HT available at reasonable cost, so you don't 
• Ice Fishing Rods and Reels: Use the Polar or Windlass tip-up work your bait in have to be exposed to the elements on 
right rod for the right presentation. The another, is a great approach. Once the flag Lake Simcoe if you don't want to. 
same medium- to heavy-action rods you goes up, it means a fish is on, and off you • Ice Hut Operators Gift Certificate: 
use for lakers, whities and pike are overkill go to handline in your catch. Lake Simcoe has several ice hut operations 
for the light-hitting perch. HT's line of Polar • Normark Fin Bore 3: These hand augers around the lake catering to ice anglers of 
Lite rod and reel combos are perfect for utilize an offset, razor-sharp blade that all skill levels. Many have family rates that 
perch, and their medium/heavy action will cuts through ice like a hot knife through truly reflect how affordable this great win
do the job for those larger fish. butter. A six-inch model will be fine for ter activity really is A gift certificate can be 
• Polar or Windlass Tip-Up: Licensed most fishing conditions on Lake Simcoe. arranged with many of these outfitters and 
anglers are permitted two holes and two • Portable Ice Hut: HT Enterprises has a is sure to be a much anticipated adventure 
lines while ice fishing Lake Simcoe, so jig- full line of portable, easy-to-set-up ice huts to those receiving one this winter. W.W. 
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Icefishing, continued from page 19 

Productive techniques include: working 
a Jigging Rapala near bottom; using a Wil
liams Ice Jig throughout the water column; 
or suspending a live, single minnow or 
biodegradable Berkley Gulpl Alive I min
now where you think the big lakers may 
be cruising. Most of the time, lakers are in 
18 to 28 metres (60 to 90 feet) of water and 
within six metres (20 feet) of the bottom. 

Whitefish: Whitefish are normally bot
tom-dweIlers, often inhabiting the same 
areas as lake trout, so ice anglers often 
fish for the two species from the same 
hole - up off-bottom for lakers and near
bottom for whitefish. With its underslung 
mouth, the whitefish is ideally suited to 
pick up crustaceans, invertebrates and 
other critters off the bottom. It is no won
der that traditional rigs such as the Dou
ble Spreader with live or salted minnows 

Check the mouth of either fish carefully! ~ 
If the mouth is set back from the snout, 

Typically cisco are smaller (under 3 Ibs) 
than whitefish but when whitefish are 
young, it may be difficult to tell the 
two apart. 

Attention
 
ake Simcoe Anglers:
 

Cisco closely resemble whitefish and are often caught in
 
the same locations. Cisco have a CLOSED SEASON
 

on Lake Simcoe and must be released if caught.
 

you have a whitefish. 
WHITEFISH 

Lake Simcoe's whitefish season runs from Jan. 1 to March 15th
 
and then again from 2nd Sat. in May until Sept. 30th.
 

The limit is two with a Sport Licence, one with a Conservation Licence.
 

If the mouth is even with the tip of the snout, 
you have a Cisco. IT MUST BE RELEASED. 

Carefully live release it as quickly as possible! 

THANK YOUlI 
Anyone who sees or suspects resource abuse should
 

safely take note of as much information as possible and call
 
1-877·TlPS-MNR (847-7667). .j
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have worked for generations and con
tinue to be a standard and effective pre
sentation on Lake Simcoe. Jigging with 
a spoon such as a Williams Ice Jig, a Blue 
Fox Flash spoon, a Jig A Whopper's Laz
er Rocker Minnow or HI's Chatter Spoons 
within a couple of feet near the bottom 
can be very productive. 
Northern Pike: Partly as a result of the 
proliferation of aquatic vegetation in many 
parts of the lake, a good pike fishery is 
flourishing in Lake Simcoe right now. Per
haps there are not as many of the seven- to 
ll-kilogram (15- to 25-pound) trophy 
northems caught 15 or more years ago, but 
the number of pike available to the Lake 
Simcoe angler may make up for it. Look 
for northems wherever lush, green weed 
growth remains, in places such as the 
relatively shallow water in Cook Bay; check 
out one- to three-metre (four- to 10-foot) 
flats with heavy aquatic plant growth for 
the smaller, more plentiful pike and go to 
the deeper 4.5- to six-metre (15- to 20
foot) edges for larger fish. 
Yellow Perch: The prolific yellow perch 
doesn't require any stocking and is still 
the most sought-after species during the 
hard-water season on Lake Simcoe. Hun
dreds of thousands of them keep eating 
voraciously, regardless of the icy canopy 
overhead, making them somewhat easier 
to catch than lake trout and whitefish. 
They are a great species for those new to 
ice fishing because of the numbers, and 
their flavour rivals that of walleye. 

Generally, schools of perch are found 
in shallow water (2.5 to six metres, or eight 
to 20 feet) at the start of the winter season, 
move deeper in mid season (six to 15 me
tres, or 20 to 50 feet) then move into the 
shallows again near last ice. 

Perch exceeding 33 or even 35 em (13 or 
14 inches) are not as common as they once 
were, but there are still more large perch in 
this world-class fishery than most other 
lakes. These large perch are almost always 
big females holding thousands of eggs dur
ing the winter, so it is very important to 
release them i.f you want to perpetuate a 
trophy fishery for future generations. 

Have a great ice-fishing season and 
remember: safety first I Always check with 
a local ice hut operator for ice thickness. 
When in doubt - stay off! W.W. 

To find more of Wil Wegman's helpful 
in-depth pointers on ice fishing, please 
visit www.lakesimcoeliving.com. 


